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So I invested in the business and started
a partnership.”
So, The EZ Connector was born of that
partnership.
The device is a sealed, corrosion-free,
waterproof trailer plug. It is spring-loaded
with face-to-face contacts. It stays connected by powerful magnets, according
to Cardoza.

n

Studying & Inventing

l

d
s
t
,
.
t

d
d
r

Bawa and Bhaskaran met at McMaster
University in Hamilton, Ontario, Canada,
where they were both pursuing their master’s in technology and business.
As international students from Pakistan
and India, respectively, they began working
on a solar-powered window as a part of
their thesis on green power.
RVs weren’t exactly at the top of their
list of potential markets when they started
their research.

“We were researching the concept of a
solar-powered window that would provide
energy to power items inside of a house,”
Bawa says. “We developed a prototype and
took it to a show.”
The prototype met with interest, but
was not a success for the construction
industry crowd.
A few visits to RV consumer shows gave
the pair a new idea. How could they provide lighting products that would not be
a huge draw on limited power resources?
“Our technology is easily adaptable, but
it’s very expensive,” Bhaskaran says. “The
RV industry embraces new technology
more easily, but we needed a product that
would be useful while priced for people
to buy. We talked to people and we found
out that RVers wanted to limit their power
usage while increasing the effectiveness of
their light output.”
The answer was the RV Chandelier vent

light, an LED fixture around ceiling vents
that only uses 8.64 watts of power.
To Market, To Market

Just having a good idea doesn’t get a
product on store shelves. And just because
there’s nothing else on the market like a
product doesn’t guarantee success.
The struggle for many engineers/ inventors is understanding how to get that
great idea to market and get consumers
to understand what a great idea it is. Suddenly, the inventor isn’t just an idea guy,
he’s a salesman.
For Unmack, it was a 12-year journey
from trashing his parents’ refrigerator to
the point where he had a fully functional
product and was granted a patent in 2012.
He and his wife, Mao, who is a mechanical
and welding engineer and helped with the
process, went through about 20 prototypes.
“Mao worked out the details and got
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